
Cloudy tomorrow,prob-M.̂a a a a^ ^ ^ ATod^VSStarContains||

ii-^ |Y^ 9|^w^i>iirfttrv ^sst^vxw°parts(lours:Highest. at 2 p.m. W y I I WfWWWT I 9ffifijv /WAIVIIIIIM
CLOSING NEW YORK STOCKS PAGE IS. ^ D»Hr *"' * . TS.438I " * * »**«

No. 20,134. WASHINGTON, D. C., FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1915.-TWENTY-SIX PAGES. ONE CENT.

MAIN SERB ARMY
BELIEVED CUT OFF
BY THEINVADERS

Perilous Position Between
Kranevo ana msn is neportedin Milan.

BULGARIANS IN FULL
RETREAT NEAR VELES

Forced to Ask Armistice in Order
to Bury Those Killed in

Fighting.

ALLIES GET FRESH FORCES

May Gain Important Railroad as

Far as Uskup.Russians Said
to Be Ascending the

Danube.

LONDON, November 12..
There is grave reason to fear that
the main body of the Serbian
army which lias been fighting the
Germans' and the Bulgarians' <

right wing has been cut off be- '

tween Kralievo and Nish, say
°

dispatches received in Milan. t

It is possible, the dispatches 1

say. that as the southern Serbian
army is holding at Katchanik the
retreating columns may escape i

the tentacles of the invaders, but *

C
it is considered significant that no j
news has been received from the <

retreating Serbian annv for five e

days. c

Field Marshal von Mackensen t
r

IS jJIOSlil^ LIIC puibllll Ul LUC x

Serbians in the mountain dis- J
tricts of central Serbia. *

Already the Serbians have been s

driven from the first of the ridges a

south of Kralievo. according to '

today's German official report ®

from Berlin, while south of t

Krusevac and elsewhere along the v

winding line Gen. Futnik's troops, f

stubbornly fighting, have been j!
pushed further back into their
hilly defensive positions.

Today's military news from the <

Balkans makes it appear there is ;
a distinct possibility that the i

AngloFrench and Serbian forces 1

fnay succeed in gaining a part of
the Xish railroad as far as Uskup. >

All accounts received here of ,

the recent fighting in the neigh- <

borhood of Yeles state that the
(

Bulgarians are in full retreat after
enormous losses, and that the
freshly arriving allied troops are

expected to push the advantage
already attained to a successful
conclusion. In this ca<e the Bulgariansprobably would have to
abandon the I "skup Kutanova
line, and the whole southern por-
tion of the railroad would revert
to entente allied hands.

Ask Time to Bury Dead.

-.or^iriK to information received

Keuter's Saloniki correspondent, "flghtir;lt on a large scale has been proceedIn?:since yesterday between Gradiko
and Veles The Bulgariacs asked for a

r :spen«ion of hostilities for five hours
'or the purpose of burying the dead
and collecting- the wounded, but only (
two hours Vere granted. 1

""Further British reinforcements have
s-rit forward to strengthen the '

.»::t w;ng of the entente allies' line. (
No relktble news of the operations in
i orthera Serbia is available here." ,

Pursuit of Serbs Continues. j
Pursuit of the Serbian army In a

southerly direction continues, accowingto the fieri!-..-in official report issued
today The advance of the Germans in

t h a *ft 1 *. « EMitViU'ASl .if X! r-.,

^.pvar. has reached the town of Kup«i.
Further eastward Ribaire and Ribarske
/inyn have been re;vched. Yesterday
more than 1.700 Serbians were taken
prisoner and eleven cannons were cajiturerj,according to the German state-

ent. which add# that the first mouri-
tain ridge south of Kralivo has been
crossed. I

Russians Ascend Danube.
A dispatch to the Daily Kxpress from

Geneva says a message received there
from Bucharest states that the Russianshave ascended the Danube river
and landed a stnall force of men and
guns near fiilistria.
Silistria is on the southern bank of

the Danube in Rumanian territory
some thirty miles east of where the
river reaches Bulgarian soil.

Would Influence Neutrals.
The Time* Balkan correspondent.

telegraphing from Bucharest, express-
ea the optniqn that If Russta could send
Into the Serbian campaign a force of
200.000 inen while the French and Brit-
iah troops are landing on the Aegean
coast the hesitation which prevails in
certain quarters in Rumania would he
dissipated and both Rumania and
*irdece would throw in their lot* with
the entente allies

. "In this event," says the correspondent,"Rumania could fall on Bulgaria
in the rear with 200.000 men and simultaneouslyattack the German front
with 400.000 men. Rumania feels

iCOAtinued on Eighteenth l'age.)

AUSTRIAN CONSULS
ACCUSEDOFSPYING

Plot Against Munitions Factoriesin U. S. Alleged by
ur. josepn Goricar.

CLAIMS IT IS APPROVED
BY GERMAN AMBASSADOR

Austro-Hungarian Embassy De-
nounces the Story as "Untrue in

Evei-y Particular."

Published charges, attributed to
Dr. Joseph Goricar, former Aus- :

tro-Hungarian consul at San 1
Francisco, that Austrian consuls 1

in the United States, working un- 1

der the direction of Consul Generalvon Nuber and Count von 1

Bernstorff, the German ambassa- '

dor. are active in propaganda for <

destruction of munitions factories <

and fomenting strikes among the t

workers, will be referred by the '

StatP Dpnartmpnt in tlif Dpnart-
ment of Justice for investigation, r

The A ustro-Hungarian embassy here s

lenounced Goricar's published state- c

nent as untrue in every particular and s

innounced it would try to find some c

vay to prosecute him for it. Goricar, s
he embassy announced, left his post on o
eave and failed to return.

Mr. Lansing Declines Comment.
Secretary Lansing: today declined to t
omment on the charges, as lias been i!
tis invariable custom when dealing P
vith like cases which were of an un- o

fflcial character. The department of e

ustice has a good deal of Information e
>n hand regarding the activities of ConiulGeneral von Nuber, which it gath- '

red while investigating his connection l
irith the case of Dr. Dumba, the re- S
ailed Austrian ambassador, but so far
ias nothing definite on the charges at- "

ributed to Dr. Goricar. "

In substance. Goricar is accredited °
vith making the statement that he re- n

iigned his post after fifteen years in *
he Austrian consular service because P
le declined to perform the work of a *
spy. He charges that while consul at 8
5an Francisco. Commander Maximilian *
iurstvn, the Austrian naval attache in v

Washington, ordered him to gather
dans of the fortifications of San Fran- °

isco harbor and along the Pacific coast, o

nd to get, especially, details of the t:
corks at Bremerton navy yard. When
le refused, Goricar is accredited with °

aying he was transferred to Berlin,
chere, after five months,®he was or- a

lered to proceed to Vienna. This he
eared to do because of his pro-Slavic
filiations, so he fled to Rome, where
le resigned last December.

Substance of Charges. c

Goricar's story contends that the
pGerman ambassador, working with von

S'uber, is in touch with the Austrian
a

consuls at Cleveland, St. Louis, Pitts- ^
jurgh, St. Paul, Chicago and Philadel- t
jhia, who spread propaganda among /.
he foreign workers in the munitions 1
factories, and such activity, Goricar 8

llleges, extends even to controlling the s
foreigners through fraternal and se- rt

rret organizations. The alleged extent C
Df the activities of the Austrian con- *1

suIs and the so-called spy system are 0

iescribed at length in Goricar's pub- *

iished statement.
Goriear-s record shows he first came I

lo this country in 1909 and was consul r

at Pittsburgh, then at Denver and t

finally San Francisco, where he served t
ihree years. t

Statement Issued by Embassy. f

The Austro-Hungarian embassy is- i

sued the following statement:
"Ex-Consul Dr. Goricar, formerly at

San Francisco, has been on leave of absencesince the time of the outbreak of
[he war and has been temporarily attached
for a time to the Austro-Hungarian
consulate general in Berlin, Germany. c.
There, very soon afterward, he oblainedknowledge that the Austro- j

Hungarian authorities had received in- f
formation about hi* secret connectionswiththe enemies of Austria-Hungary t
and, evidently fyaring detection, he t
suddenly left his post without permis- c
sion and disappeared. Later on it was t
learned that he had gone to Italy and \
wqp staying in Rome, from where he \
tendered his resignation, thereby preventinghis dismissal.
"While he was in Rome it'was ascertainedthat he was in close relation

with Russian and Serbian agents, ob- 3
iriously with the purpose of going to ^
:he United States to use his knowledge
jf the centers of Slavic Immigration
coming from the monarchy in the serv- *

;ce of the I'an-Slavic propaganda and f

with the intept of disseminating dis- *

oyalty among our immigrants against 2

heir country of birth. I

Many Enlisted With Allies.
"The Austro-Hungarian embassy has f

been informed that quite a number of t
southern slavs jrom the monarchy t
have been enlisted by tne agents or

the allies and have left this country J
to fight against the Austro-Hungarian (
army. It Is ver^ probable that Dr. f
iloricAr's subversive activity contrib- j
uted to the very regrettable acts of
treason which. certainly without A
changing the outcome of the war. will
be of the gravest consequence for those
who may be made prisoners of war.
"The Austro-Hurjgarlan embassy was

informed several months ago of Dr.
Goricar's agitatory propaganda, carriedon in this country, but -it has
refrained until now from taking countermeasures, being aware of the disgracebrought about by the fact that
a former consular officer has broken
in such the faith and allegiance to
his fatherland.
"In view, however, of his statements

to the press. which contain the
strongest accusation against the representativesof Austro-Hungary, the
embassy must emphatically declare
these accusations as false and absolutelybaseless. Otherwise, silence
would be taken as acknowledgment
and would create the belief that our
vvnouiavco aviuan; o«c cii^anicu III

activities In violation of the laws of
this country."

Oil King Entertains Children.
CLEVELAND, Ohio. November 12..

John D. Rockefeller paid the expenses
of 25,000 children who attended the Clevelandflower show yesterday. With the
compliments of Mr. Rockefeller tickets
were also distributed to school children
for today and tomorrow. It is estimated
that the tickets yesterday cost Mr. Rockefeller15,000.

G.O.PJILL REVEAL
FAILURES OF RIVAL

9

Leaders to Cite Democratic
Ineptitude in Handling Na-
tion's Economic Problems.

QUESTION OF REVENUES
WILL BE ONE BIG ISSUE

Divisions Between President and

Congress Seen.Guns Not to Be
Turned on Mr. Wilson.

"Demonstration of the failure
md ineptitude of the democratic
sarty to legislate for the indus:rialand economic welfare of the
:ountry."
This, in a sentence, it is derlared,will he the policy of the

epublicans in the coming session
)f Congress, to be effected by
:ontinual criticism in the House
md Senate and constant harping
ipon the theme in speeches.
The republican congressional commitee,together with Jonathan Bourne's
epublican publicity association, arid
subsequently the republican national
ommittee are expected to spread the
trictures abroad through the medium
>f the republican country press, while
enators and representatives flood their
wn states and districts with speeches.
See Democratic Embarrassment.
The republicans confidently expect to
lave ample material to be hammered
nto spears for the enemy. Republican
lOliticians say there are signs already
f the democratic party facing profound
mbarrassment -over, the lack of revnueand the method of providing sufIcientmeans to run the government,
.'his is entirely aside, it is said, from
he financing of the preparedness pro;ram.
A serious deficit In the ordinary reveuesof the government for the current
seal year will face the Congress at the
utset, it is declared, entailing absolute
ecessity of additional taxation to cover
he margin between receipts and exendifures.Republicans do not believe
hat the democrats will resort to the
ale of Panama bonds, on account of
he criticism to which such a course
-ould expose the party. I
T* ,, 1 * V-~ * -u
11 is rcau^cii niai mc caotcoi «a..» vui

f the difficulty would be the imposition
f increased tariff duties on imports,
hat is, from the republican viewpoint,
ut immediately there arises a chorus
f opposition from one wing of the
emocr&tic party. Can the President
nd Secretary McAdoo swing that facloninto line?

Stamp Taxes Alternative.
The other alternative is a system of exiseand stamp taxes.always irksome to
he people and resented even when im

osedin time of emergency. The point
ipon which the republicans will dilate
t length 18 that no deficit would have
een caused had not the democrats in
heir anxiety to avoid protecting
imerican industry cut .the duties beowan adequate revenue producing
cale.
Viewing the outlook in its broadest
cope, the republicans say they see the
lemocratic President and the party in
'ongress at odds, in the very beginlingof the crucial session of his term
if office.the eve of the national elecions.whichto them is a very good
ign.
The argument of the republicans will

>e that the democratic policy is funda-
nentally and inherently ecomically
vrong, as shown by practical applicalon.and that the party is thereby
breed to alternatives of taxation which
he republicans will claim are burdensometo the people, as well as unnecfssary.

Bitter Discussion Expected.
The "ineptitude" of the party, from
he republican viewpoint, will be at:emptedto be demonstrated In the expectedinability of the democrats to
Lgree among themselves upon taxation
egislation. The coming session will, in
he belief of both democrats and repubicans.bring forth the bitterest partitandiscussion in many years.
It is said that republicans will not atackPresident Wilson, but will aim
heir aggression mainly at the demo-

ci ilis vai i lauii, 11 i» naiu,
hat President Wilson is stronger than
lis party, and they will not direct their
leaviest artillery against him.

Republicans Interested. /
The intimation from the White House
resterday that President Wilson will
welcome, if not seek, the aid of repubicansin putting through his preparedlessprogram, attracted attention
imong republican senators and repreientativesnow in town. Republicans
ire agreed that this subject should not
>e a party question, if it is possible to
ivoid it.
However, and emphasis is laid upon
he qualification, republican senators
»ay they cannot guarantee eliipinaionof partisanship in the consideraionof this question if the democratic
najority starts the session by forcing
loture in the Senate. They say that
lowever earnestly the President may
lisclaim taking sides in the cloture
Ight, tlve fact remains that he can

prevent cloture if he gives the word,
ind after all is said and done, they
will hold him responsible for it.

SENTENCES OF DEATH
COMMUTED BY KAISER

BERLIN, November 12.The KoelnischeVolks Zeitung reports that EmperorWilliam has telegraphed CardinalHartman that, at the solicitation of
the Pope, the sentence of death against
the Countess de Belleville, Mile. Thulier
and Louis Severin has been commuted
to imprisonment for life.

SWISS TO DEMOBILIZE
GREAT PART OF ARMY

BASEI+ Switzerland, via Paris, November12..A considerable portion of
the Swiss army will be sent home from
the frontiers November 17, as it appearsthat the government is convirffced
no danger of a large scale of territorial
violations by the belligerents now exists.The expense of maintaining upwardof 200,000 men under arms has
been a trying burden.
However, ample forces will be retainedat strategic points. These will

be capable of delivering a hard blow
while a general mobilization, if such
should become necessary, is Id progress.
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NEUTRALS TO TRY
TO OBTAIN PEACE

David Starr Jordan Informs
President Wilson of QuasiOfficial

Meeting.

TO BE HELD BETWEEN
NOW AND CHRISTMAS

President of Leland Stanford University
Believes Warring Nations

Would Not Oppose Action.

David Starr Jordan, president
of Leland Stanford University
and head of the international
nporn /-r»n trrncc rprpntlv in

K^uv-V ..V,XV* ..X

San Francisco, told President
Wilson today that a quasi-official
meeting of neutral nations probablywill be held some time before
Christmas, either at The Hague,
Bern or Copenhagen, in an endeavorto bring about peace in
Europe. Dr. Jordan conveyed to
the President a resolution "from
the peace congress urging him to

cooperate with other neutrals in
calling such a conference.
In a statement laid before the Presidentby Dr. Jordan It was declared

that as a result of recent missions to
the governments of the warring nationsit could be stated that while the
nations at war were not willing themselvesto begin negotiations for peace,
"there is nevertheless abundant evidencethat those charged with the administrationof the foreign policies of
these nations would welcome, or at
least not oppose, affirmative action by a

neutral agency to bring about a peace
based on international justice.

Neutrals Glad to Further Cause.
Dr. Jordan said that while no official

information was available, peace advocateshad learned from unofficial
sources in Holland, Sweden, Switzerland,Denmark and Spain that those
countries would be glad to take part
In any movement to further the cause

of peace.
Dr. Jordan was accompanied by

Uouis P. Lochner. secretary of the
Chicago Peace Society, and who acted
as secretary to Miss Jane Addams of
Chicago when she visited Europe as a

representative of the women's peace
congress, and much of the information
communicated to the President today
was gathered by Miss Addams and her
companions.
Dr. Jordan took the position that it

would be more natural for the Europeanneutrals to invite the United
States to participate in the peace conferencethan for the United States to
Issue the invitation. He said that an
unofficial meeting of peace advocates
at Bern, December 14, at which plans
for bringing about peace will be. discussed,would be attended by people
from the United States.

Would Invite Suggestions.
The idea of the quasi-official peace

conference suggested to President
Wilson on behalf of the International
Peace Congress by Dr. Jordan was that
it would constitute a voluntary court
of continuous mediation, would invite
suggestions for settlement from each I
of the warring nations, and in any cam |
would submit simultaneously to all o£
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them reasonable proposals as a basis
for peace.
Dr. Jordan did not reveal what PresidentWilson said to him, but the President

several times has taken the position that
he will be glad to db anything of a practicalnature to end the war. Dr. Jordan
said the details of the plan proposed by the
peace congress could easily be changed
to meet conditions. He refused to predictwhether he thought the peace efforts
would be successful in the near future.

Pressure to End War.
Dr. Jordan told the President peace

advocates constantly were in touch with
people in the belligerent countries and
that there were organizations actively at
work in all parts of the civilized world
bringing pressure to bear to end the war.

Ultimately, he said, these efforts were
certain to be successful.
The Christmas season is the natural

time to talk peace, Dr. Jordan declared.
And therefore he is expecting the plans
of peace advocates to take definite form
about that time.

GIVES POPE S ATTITUDE.

Mgr. Kelley Says Vatican Will Not
Make Any Direct Peace Move.
NEW YORK, November 12..Mgr. F.

C. Kelley of Chicago, president of the
Catholic Church Extension Society, was

an arrival on th/; Patria from Mar<jfill*>tndav havintr nnlv recently left
Rome. Mgr. Kelley said that while the
Vatican stood ready to give its full
assistance at any time to a movement
looking toward peace, he did not believethe Pope contemplated putting
forth any direct peace proposals.
He added that as soon as he returnedto Chicago he expected to take

up reconstruction work of the church
in Mexico.
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GOVERNMENT OF GREECE
DISSOLVES CHAMBER

Declared Nation Will Aid Allies if
They Show Sufficient MilitaryStrength. »

LONDON, November 12..All doubts
as to what road Greece would choose
out of the muddle caused by tlie divergentviews of her political leaders
and as to how the policies of Skouloudiscabinet could be rendered compatiblewith the opinions of the adversemaioritv In the ohomhap «

were dispelled by a public dissolution
of the chamber of deputies.
Publication of the decree apparently

was received in Athens with calm
despite the fact that all elements
hoped to avoid elections at the present
difficult moment. The Greek govern-'
ment, it appears, considered dissolution
the only possible means of securing
for itself full and unrestricted liberty
of action.
Greek officials in London and at other

points continue to assert that Greece's
future actions depend solely upon militaryand not political considerations. As soon
as Greece is convinced beyond doubt thatthe allies have produced enough troops to
make possible a successful offensive
against Bulgaria, and to remove the
danger with which Greece would be confrontedif she entered the war, Greece
will, so say her representatives in Europe,immediately range herself on the side of
the allies and render all the military cooperationof which she is capable.

Bulgaria Reassured, Is Claim.
BERLIN, November 12, by wireless to

Tuckerton, N. J..."According to a dispatchto the Cologne Gazette from
Sofia," says the Overseas News Agency,j
"M.Skouioudis, the new Greek premier.
Mas assured the Bulgarian minister at
AtUons of the premier's sincere desire
to maintain friendly relations between

ce and Bulgaria. Greece, the pre-
rater assured the minister, the dispatch
adds, was not planning to attack Bulgaria.*
SCHOOL BUILDINGS UNSAFE.

Two in Uniontown, Pa., Undermined
by Coal Company.

UNIONTOWN, Pa., November 12..
One school building has been condemnedand another will probably be
closed as a result of the buildings beingundermined by the operations at
the Leith coal mine here. When the
Park School building which accommodatesabout 500 children was openedyesterday it was discovered that
the structure had settled during the
night, causing the walls to crack. The
school board at once condemned the
building.
An investigation also disclosed the

fan* thai >1^ nan*1
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accommodating more than 1,200 students,is also in a dangerous condition.
Ambulance in Miss Cavell's Memory.
CHICAGO, November 12..A hospital

motor ambulance costing $5,000 will be
presented to the British army by the
British Empire Association of Chicagoas a memorial to the late Miss
Edith Cavell, the nurse recently shot
at Brussels by the Germans, it was
announced today.

NO OFFICIAL NEWS
OF ANCONA TRAGEDY
State Department Officials

Perplexed by theUnexplainedDelay.

REQUEST FOR DETAILS
FORWARDED TO CONSUL

Action by American Government
Will Await Statement of Particulars,

It Is Stated.

State Department officials were

perplexed today over the unexplaineddelays in getting definite
official information regarding the
sinking of the Italian steamer Anconaby a submarine, probably
with American passengers aboard
the liner. Up to early this afternoonno dispatches bearing upon
the Ancona affair had reached the
State Department, though SecretaryLansing had confidently expectedto get some word from the
department's representatives at
Rome, Marseille and points near

the scene of the disaster. All the
in forma tir»n cn far liorl fracr-

.

mentary.
A consular official has been ordered to

Tunis from a nearby post on the assumptionthat Consul James B. Young
is not at Tunis, and on this official's arrivalhe is expected to get dispatches!
through as quickly as possible. MeanwhileAmbassador Thomas Nelson Page
is expected to send some definite de-
tails, the only official dispatches so far
making no reference to the circum-'
stances of the firing upon the liner, the
question of warning, the nationality of
the submarine and other details which
are to be cleared up as promptly as

possible by the taking of testimony of
survivors.

Various Phases Discussed.
Many phases of the question were discussedinformally by officials during

the day, but with the reservation that
formal comment or action necessarily
must await official reports. So far it
has been impossible to ascertain definitelythe number of American citizens
lost, if any.
Conflicting reports concerning the

colors raised by the submarine which
attacked the Ancona attracted most at-
tention.
If on© report.that the submarine

flew a German flag-is confirmed, officialssaid, this would be considered
as an act of war sufficient to serve
notice that Italy and Germany were in
a state of war.
There never has been any declarationof war between the two countries,

so far as the State Department is advised.The custom has been in cases
of this kind to await some overt act
as an evidence of the state of hostili-
ties. |

May Cause Correspondence.
Should it develop that the submarine

was manned by a German naval force
and flew a German flag, it is consid-
ered certain that the question will, be
made the subject of immediate diplo-
matic correspondence by the United
States with the German foreign office,
Every means of clearing up such points

I through American diplomatic and consularsources in Italy will be exhausted,however, before either the
Austrian or Gprman irovcrnment is an-

proached.

ANOTHER BRITISH SHIP'
TORPEDOED BY ENEMY

But One Survivor Landed.London
Admits Casualties on

Transport.

LONDON, November 12..The British
steamship Rhineland has been sunk. Up
to the present only one survivor has
been landed.
The Rhineland was of 1,501 tons gross

and was built in 1903. She was 254
feet long, thirty-five feet beam and
twenty-one feet deep. She was owned
in Liverpool by the Liverpool and HamburgSteamship Company.
Thirty-eight Lascars and seven Europeans.part of the crew of the British

steamship Clan Macalister, were landedtoday. The Clan Macalister, vessel
of 4.S35 tons, was sunk November 10.

Transport Torpedoed.
The war office has issued the followingannouncement:
"September 2 the transport Southland,for Alexandria, was torpedoed in

the Aegean sea, but reached Mudros
under her own steam The same day.
As a precautionary measure the troops
were transferred to other transports.
"There were some casualties, amountingto nine killed, two slightly injured

and twenty-two missing.believed to
have been drowned."
A report of the torpedoing of the

British transport Southland, which
formerly was the Red Star liner Vaderland,was given out by the Overseas
News Agency at Berlin September 9.

GETS VERDICT FOR SIX CENTS.
*

Mrs. Holliday Wins Suit for DamagesAcainat. "Prince" Rov Purnell.
ST. JOSEPH, Mich., November 12..A

verdict of 6 cents damages was returnedlast night by a jury in the slandersuit of Mrs. Augusta Holliday
against "Prince"' Roy Purnell, son of
"Ktyig" Benjamin, head of the "IsraeliteHouse of David" colony near this
city. Mrs. Holliday had sued for $25,000.The costs of the case were as-
sessed against the defendant.
Mrs. Holliday, a former member of

the colony, had made certain state-
ment8 regarding customs alleged to
prevail among members of the cult.
Young Purnell charged that In so doing
Mrs. Holliday had committed perjury.

ONCE A SUPPORTER I
OF HALF ANO HALF,1
NOW AGAINST PLAN

Former Senator Blackburn
Advises Congressional Com-
mittee to Abolish System.

IS ONLY WAY TO STOP
WRANGLING, HE ASSERTS

Says Last House District Committee
Was a Nightmare toTaxpayersHere.

JUSTICE SIDDONS AGREES

Both Believe Taxes Here Should Be
Seasonable. With Federal GovernmentAssuming Burden ofExpenses.OthersTestify.

The abolition of the half-andhalfplan and the substitution for
it of a plan by which the federal
government will pay all the expensesof the District, aided by a
roi c/-\n i LI r. * >> d 1 ' *
n.aov;naun. idA jJclIU U V ICMUCI115

of the District of Columbia, was

urged before the congressional
committee investigating the relationsof the District and the
United States today by former
Senator J. C. S. Blackburn of
Kentucky. Senator Blackburn
was chairman of the House Districtcommittee when the halfand-halfplan was enacted into
law, and he strongly favored it
at that time.
He gave as his reasons for

abandoning the half-and-half plan
that the government is today
paying too small a share of the
expenses of the National Capital.
T ( n ii v/»r1 rnttrt tarn c fA V»*» m n Hi-
11 a IIAVU iaiiu wao tu uv, uiaiu

tained, he suggested, the governmentshould pay 65 per cent and
the District 35 per cent.

For Seasonable Tax Here.
In suggesting his plan by which the

government should pay all of the Districtexpenses Senator Blackburn said
that the people of the District should
pay a reasonable tax, which should go
into the federal Treasury, but wnich
fchould not be considered by Congress
when making appropriations for the
District.
Justice Frederick L. Siddons of the

District Supreme Court, former DistrictCommissioner, testified before the
committee that in his opinion the halfand-halfplan should be abolished, and
that the government should pay all the
expenses of the District in much the
same way as advocated by Senator
Blackburn.
Justice Siddons also advocated doing

away with the District government as
such, as advocated by Senator Works,
and having the government of Washingtona bureau of the national gov-
ernment, probably under the Interior
Department.

Only Way to Stop Wrangles.
Senator Blackburn urged that the abo|lition of the half-and-half plan was

the only way to end the wrangles
which occur over the District's finances
in each succeeding Congress.
He said that the House District committee,as constituted in the last Congress,was a nightmare which every

taxpayer in the District found on his
pillow when he went to bed at night.
He said also that the only settlement
to be found in Congress or in the countryat large opposed to liberality oil
the part of the government in the Districtof Columbia, was to be found
among those members of Congress who
sought to make political capital in
their rural districts by posing at
watchdogs of the treasury.
William H. Saunders and John Joy

Edson appeared before the committee
in defense of the half-and-half plan.
Mr. Edson had merely begun his state-
ment wnen a recess was lateen lur

luncheon.

Government Reducing Tax Values.
William H. Saunders was the first witnessheard today. "What do you think

of the half-and-half plan of the present
assessment of property in the District,
Mr. Saunders?" asked Senator Works

"J think that the half-and-half plan
should be continued," said Mr. Saunders.
"Why is that plan an advantageT"

asked Senator Works.
"I think the improvement of government-ownedproperty in the District is

keeping pace with the improvement of
private property," was the reply. Mr.
Saunders told of the great holdings the
government has in the streets, the
parks and public buildings.
"The government is constantly taking

more land from tavStion in the District,"said Mr. Saunders. "You have
only to look out of the windows of this
building to see that."
Mr. Saunders told the committee there

had been a decrease in land values in
the District in recent years and that
the present assessment, in his judgment,
was too high.

Thinks Half and Half Fair.
"Ought not the government to pay all

the expenses of the District, irrespective4>f the amount of taxes paid by the
citizens here?" said Senator Works.
"TVia intplljcont npnnl f rtf t h#» nifi.

trict. I believe, think that the half-andhalfplan is fair, and is as fair and
equitable today as it was in 1878."
"What do you fear if the half-andhalfis abolished?" asked Senator

Works.
"When the appropriations have been

made in the Congress for the District
in recent years, members have opposed
the half-and-half plan, apparently desiringto make the District pay a larger
proportion of the expenses. This dispositionhas been manifested by a considerablenumber of congressmen, but I
believe that they have felt so because
they did not have the proper informationon the subject."

*ln your opinion, would not O^nrresj


